PRODUCERS
ment was apparent between agricultural and workers'
co-operative societies. But as early as 1913 at Glasgow,
H. Kauffman dealt with the subject in a report. In 1921,
at Basle, A. Thomas touched upon it in his resolution
on the policy of international co-operation. In 1924, at
Ghent, A. Thomas once more presented a report on the
question. In 1927, at Stockholm, it was treated in a
report by B. Jaeggi, and in 1930, at Vienna, the whole
position was set out to the Congress in a much more than
incidental fashion.
Other economic bodies have accorded equal attention
to the question. The International Institute of Agriculture
in Rome published in 1926 a work which formed a
prelude to the debates of the League of Nations on this
subject. The League itself placed the question on the
Agenda of the International Economic Conference in
1927, which later drew up a resolution of considerable
scope. This resolution advocated direct relations as one
of the principal means of rationalising world economy.
Finally came the International Commission of Agri-
culture which at the Congress at Bucharest in 1929 also
declared itself in favour of this solution.
The Committee which it was proposed should meet
within the framework of the League of Nations was
never constituted; on the other hand, in 1931, the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance and the International
Commission of Agriculture came to an understanding
regarding the formation of a Joint Committee which has
since held several meetings and has, amongst other things,
advised the different national organisations tojbrm joint
organisations in'their own spheres. At the same time the
problem continues to hold a place in the agenda of the
co-operative organisations of different countries.
Thus the question of direct relations may be regarded
as a leading idea amply discussed on all sides. The posi-
tion taken up by the International Economic Conference
is particularly important, for it expressed a point of view
which is not exclusively a co-operative one, but a point of
view held by economists generally, and consequently one